
During times of great 
crisis, the NMSU Aggie 
family has consistently 
stepped up to ensure that 
future Aggie alumni succeed.

Current students face 
challenges related to a global 
pandemic, economic upheaval 
and renewed movement 
for racial justice and police 
reform, and their resilience 
during their college years will likely have a 
lasting impact on their success.

Two 1888 Society members, Miriam 
Chaiken and Blanca Campa, are 
examples of how Aggie family members 
are making sure students have what they 
need in order to achieve their goals.

Miriam, the former William Conroy 
Honors College dean who retired in 
July, increased her donations to Aggie 
Cupboard to help provide food for 
students, and to the Honors College 
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A Gift for Tomorrow
You too can help promote resilience for the next generation of NMSU students through a future gift to 
the NMSU Foundation. It’s a simple way to ensure tomorrow’s leaders and innovators have access to the 
education and resources they need to be successful. Contact Robert Peterson at (800) 342-6678  
or plannedgiving@nmsu.edu to learn about your giving options.

Dean’s Fund for Excellence, which 
provides scholarships for students in 
need of funds for textbooks, computer 
support and research.

“As an educator, I know that some 
students are able to weather challenges 
easier than others, and when the 
COVID-19 pandemic hit, it was clear 
that the impact on our students was 
highly varied,” Miriam says. “This is a 
time for all of us to help each other in 
any way we can.”

Blanca earned her Ph.D. 
from NMSU in 2008 and is a 
professor at El Paso Community 
College. Her life experiences, 
including immigrating to the 
U.S. from Mexico as a child, 
have motivated her to write a 
book about fostering resilience.

“Resilient people sense 
a larger purpose to their 
lives, looking beyond their 

immediate challenges and goals and 
envisioning a better world for themselves 
and others,” Blanca says.

She recently initiated a Resilience 
Scholarship to help community college 
students transfer to NMSU, and  
has donated the proceeds from 
her NMSU Teaching Academy 
presentations. She is working on a 
second book so that she can continue to 
donate to the NMSU Foundation  
in support of students.

Miriam Chaiken Blanca Campa 



DEAR FRIENDS

As the 132nd fall semester begins at NMSU, we face a 
very different learning and research environment than in 
years past. That presents many challenges, but it also brings 
about a great conversation on the importance of resilience 
for our inspiring Aggie students, faculty and alumni. They 
provide eloquent insight into a burning question: Just what 
can NMSU offer students to prepare for and succeed in 
their academic studies—especially when we consider the 
compounding impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic, hard 
economic times and the noble struggle for social justice?

I extended this conversation, during my recent “Aggie 
Fireside Chats,” with folks all around the country. Indeed, 
alumni of all ages offered a common theme—expressing 
gratitude for our faculty and staff who took a personal 
interest, offered inspired teaching and mentoring, 
encouraged the development of critical life skills and set 
goals for a successful future.

Since 1888, Aggie students have begun the academic 
year under many different challenges, including health 
and economic crises, wars around the world, suffrage 
and civil rights movements, natural and environmental 
disasters and even terrorist attacks. During WWII, 
College of Engineering Dean “Dad Jett,” himself a WWI 
veteran, became a personal pen pal with hundreds of 
former students serving in the war. His correspondence 
lifted morale and encouraged students to return home to 
school when the war ended. 

NMSU is a very special place and has often offered  
our students an island of stability, a second home  
and an extended family. The NMSU system is not  
just five campuses in New Mexico. It is a place with a 
culture of leadership and caring. Aggies keep this bold 
spirit in our hearts.

Another insight I’ve gained from both alumni and 
students is the importance of philanthropy. Lucas Rivera, 

New Mexico State University Foundation 

who is featured in this issue of Look to the Future, told me his 
academic career was made possible in part by scholarships 
established by planned and estate gifts, and he confided that 
receiving that support has been a comfort and a relief. 

Just as the university experience provides some critical 
stability for our resilient students, I think it is clear that our 
1888 Society members—and all the folks who give of their time, 
talent and philanthropy—provide a little bit of comfort to our 
students. Here at the NMSU Foundation, we extend a special 
Aggie thank you to all who have helped to make the dreams of 
Aggies come true—especially during times of greatest need.

Please take care,

Robert D. Peterson
Gift Planning Director
NMSU Foundation
plannedgiving@nmsu.edu
(800) 342-6678

For more information about how the NMSU Foundation is navigating the COVID-19 
pandemic, visit support.nmsu.edu/covid-19.



Growing up in a small town with just a few hundred people 
is an experience many people cannot fathom. For students 
like Lucas Rivera who grew up in Canjilon, a tiny village in 
northern New Mexico, obstacles often prevent them from 
pursuing their higher education goals. But Lucas overcame the 
challenges and is slated to graduate with a bachelor’s degree in 
civil engineering in December 2020.

Lucas receives scholarship support made possible by planned 
gifts, including the Joseph and Dorothy Lowe Scholarship for 
Students in Civil Engineering, established through a bequest 
from a 1932 graduate and his wife.

Lucas acknowledges that assistance from scholarships and 
donors helped pave the way to his success. 

“The biggest factor in deciding to pursue an education 
for most students like me is the financial feasibility of 
being able to afford four years without work or significant 
income,” Lucas says. “Every time I received a scholarship in 
my time as an undergrad, I felt a reaffirmation that I was on 
the right path, that the actions I was taking were worthwhile 
and that there were those whom I did not even know that 
believed in me.”

Scholarships 
Inspire Confidence 

Family First: Asset Protection  
in Uncertain Times
The cornerstone of planning your estate is 
asset protection, so you can take care of your 
family first, and also create opportunities for 
inspiring Aggie students like Lucas. Contact 
Robert Peterson at plannedgiving@nmsu.edu or 
(800) 342-6678 for a free estate planning kit or 
download yours at plannedgiving.nmsu.edu today. 
In these uncertain economic times, this resource 
helps you set goals to care for your family and 
causes you care about most, including NMSU.

During his time at NMSU, Lucas discovered an interest 
in community service and travel. And as a member of Aggies 
Without Limits, he could combine those interests and help 
serve communities around the world.

“Upon witnessing the amazing people of the NMSU 
community be active forces of positive change in the world, I 
felt incredibly inspired,” he says.

With only a semester remaining as an NMSU 
undergraduate, Rivera appreciates the experiences he gained. 

“NMSU provides great value to students in the form  
of affordability, quality of education and opportunity,”  
he says. “I never expected to travel to the places I have 
been, worked the jobs and internships that I did, or  
made the amazing friends that I have made. I would  
not change anything.”

 

As a member of Aggies 
Without Limits, Lucas 
Rivera has traveled the 
world to help developing 
communities improve 
their quality of life by 
assisting with sustainable 
engineering projects. 

During his first two summer 
breaks, Lucas Rivera worked 
full-time as a wildland 
firefighter. Through his hard 
work and the generosity of 
scholarships and donors, 
Lucas will earn his bachelor’s 
degree in civil engineering in 
December 2020.
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Fall 2020: 1888 Society Honor Roll

FREE 
Guides

Learn about 
powerful gift 
options that are 
simple to make 
and won’t cost 
you anything 
today with our 
guide 4 Simple 
Gifts That Deliver 
Big Results. And, 
if you’ve put off 
writing your will 
or solidifying 
your plans for the 
future, you’re not 
alone. We can help 
you get started 
with 7 Months to  
a Well-Planned 
Estate. Simply 
complete and 
return the 
enclosed reply 
card to request 
a FREE copy 
of these helpful 
resources. 

The 1888 Society recognizes individuals who have notified us that 
New Mexico State University is included in their estate plan as the 
beneficiary of a will, trust, life income gift, life insurance policy, 
retirement plan or other planned gifts.


